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Sandra K. Abell Institute for Doctoral Students
BSCS

Colorado Spring, CO

Dates: 23-28 July 2011
Student Application Form

Personal information
	First Name
	

	Surname/Family
	

	Name of Institution
	
	Sex
	M
	
	
	F
	

	Mailing Address
	

	City State Zip
	
	
	
	
	

	Email
	

	Telephone
	
	
	Fax
	

	What is the focus of your research? (A preliminary focus is acceptable)

	

	Where are you in the process of designing and conducting your research?

	

	When do you anticipate defending your PhD study? (month/year)

	


Information about your doctoral advisor

	First name
	
	NARST member?

	Surname/Family name
	
	Yes
	
	
	No
	


Additional doctoral advisor (if applicable)
	First name
	
	NARST member?

	Surname/Family name
	
	Yes
	
	
	No
	


Your Participation Goals

	In no more than 200 words, state your goals for attending the SKA Institute.

	


Research Synopsis

Each application should be accompanied by a Research Synopsis of no more than 5 pages, including references.  The Synopsis is the main basis upon which your application will be assessed (see ‘selection criteria’ below).

A typical Synopsis should include the following elements:

· A rationale and statement of the problem of your study;

· Your theoretical framework; 
· A short review of relevant literature;

· A clear statement of the research questions the study will try to answer;

· Outline of the research design and methods; and

· Preliminary findings (if available).

Format of Synopsis

· Top, bottom, left and right margins set at 1 inch. Typeface Times New Roman, 12 point, single line spacing , double space between paragraphs
· Begin the Synopsis with the Title. After a single line space give your name, institution, and the name of your supervisor. 
· Please use sub-headings based on the bullet points above to indicate the main sections of your Synopsis.
· Use APA format for all citations.

The synopses of students attending the Sandra K. Abell Institute for Doctoral Students will be available online to all participants.
Selection Criteria
The maximum number of students attending the Institute at the BSCS will be 40. Consideration will be given to a broad geographical distribution of attendees. Although PhD students actively engage in research at any stage of their programs are invited to apply, preference will be given to students working on their doctoral dissertations, using the following criteria:

· Clarity of research questions.

· Coherence of research problem, theoretical framework, and research design.

· The clarity of the Synopsis as a piece of academic writing.

The quality of each student application will be assessed by two reviewers working independently. These reviewers will be experienced science education researchers from within the NARST community.

Estimated Fees

Students are expected to pay $275 to help supplement costs of the Institute, including faculty mentoring, overnight accommodation in double rooms, all meals, materials, and instruction.  Students, or their institutions, are also expected to cover their own travel expenses. 

Deadlines
The completed Student Application Form and Research Synopsis should be emailed by 1 March 2011 to araffelson@bscs.org -- Aleigh Raffelson, Executive Office Coordinator, BSCS.  Selection announcements will be made by 15 Marchl 2011.

Please direct questions to anyone on the organizing committee:

	Janet Carlson, BSCS

jcarlson@bscs.org
	Scott McDonald, Penn State University

smcdonald@psu.edu 

	Joseph Taylor, BSCS

jtaylor@bscs.org 
	Carla Zembal-Saul, Penn State University

czem@psu.edu 
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